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Mercury News wins
nationwide award for
prison story

By the Mercury News

Posted: 03/31/2009 04:16:10 PM PDT

The Mercury News has won a nationwide award
from the National Council on Crime and
Delinquency, an Oakland nonprobt that deals with
criminal and juvenile justice and child welfare
issues.

The paper was honored for "A painful choice for
moms in prison," a story by reporter Edwin Garcia
about imprisoned mothers agreeing to have their
teeth pulled to qualify for a rehab program that
allows them to live with their infants. Photojournalist
Karen T. Borchers produced the accompanying
photographs and an online video.

Rules in place at the time required inmates to be
cleared of pre-existing health problems before
gaining access to a host of vocational and drug-
rehabilitation programs, including a parenting-

skills

course that allowed mothers to live with their
children in special housing. Just one damaged tooth
was enough to block inmates from the programs.

Video

After the article appeared, prison ofpbcials changed
the policy so female inmates would no longer have
to choose between their teeth or their children.

The eight other newspaper winners included The
Washington Post and the Village Voice. The full list
of winners will be posted at www.nccd-crc.org.
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